Journal of New Perspectives . .
https://rejl.qom.ac.ir

in Islamic Jurisprudence

A Legal Analysis of the Unlawful Seizure of Iranian Assets
by the United States

Alireza Ebrahimi®* and Sajjad Heidari®**

Received: 15 October 2025 | Recieved in revised form: 08 December 2025 | Accepted: 26 February 2026 | Published: 30 March 2026

Abstract

In the contemporary international system, there has been a growing trend of unilateral and multilateral
actions by states that disregard the rights of other states. Powerful countries have consistently employed
economic sanctions as a means of deterring target states from pursuing certain policies, and the United
States of America can undoubtedly be regarded as the leading practitioner of such measures. Although
the United States has consistently justified its actions on the grounds of promoting and protecting human [
rights throughout the international community, it has itself become one of the violators of human rights ¥
in the states it targets. Recently, the Supreme Court of the United States, a domestic judicial authority for
the adjudication of disputes, issued a judgment against the Government of Iran and, in enforcing that
judgment, ordered the seizure of the assets of the Central Bank of the Islamic Republic of Iran and their
use to satisfy the judgment. This measure, taken under the pretexts of supporting terrorist activities,
involvement in the production and proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, money laundering in the
region, and similar allegations, despite lacking any logical foundation or persuasive evidence, is contrary
to the principles of international law. The violation of the immunity of the Central Bank of Iran and the
seizure of its assets are incompatible with customary international law and international treaties and are
contrary to both legal and ethical principles. Accordingly, the actions of the United States lack legal
validity and give rise to the international responsibility of the United States. The International Court of
Justice has jurisdiction to hear Iran’s claim against the United States and to determine the compensation
due.
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