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Abstract

Sorcery has been discussed throughout human history and has manifested in diverse
methods over time and across changing human societies. While Islam generally considers
sorcery to be prohibited, it acknowledges that it can lead to extraordinary effects through
manipulation of individuals, objects, or situations. In all eras, particularly the
contemporary age, sorcerers employ innovative techniques, including black magic, certain
degrees of hypnosis, and various computer games, which can significantly impact the
minds and psyches of individuals, sometimes even endangering lives. This raises the
fundamental question: Is it possible for a sorcerer to take a person's life through their
sorcery and commit murder? If so, what is the means of proving such a murder and what
punishment should the perpetrator face? Accordingly, this study, utilizing a descriptive-
analytical method, concludes that most jurists, while acknowledging the existence of

sorcery, consider it possible for a sorcerer to cause murder through their practices. They

accept the confession of the sorcerer as valid evidence for such a murder, with the
punishment being either talion (qisas) or wergild (diyah), depending on the nature of the
killing. However, the prevailing opinion does not accept the proof of such a murder by the
testimony of witnesses (bayyinah). In contrast, Al-Mugaddas Al-Ardabili argues that
proving murder through sorcery is feasible with witness testimony and accepts such
testimony. Conversely, those who deny the existence of sorcery do not accept the
possibility of murder through sorcery, though they advocate for the execution of the
sorcerer if they confess to committing murder.

Keywords: Confession, Witness Testimony, Talion for the Sorcerer, Murder by
Modern Sorcery, Al-Mugaddasi Al-Ardabili.
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