Journal of New Perspectives . .
https://rejl.qom.ac.ir

in Islamic Jurisprudence

An Examination and Elucidation of the Legal Scope and Instances of
Parental Discipline: A Comparative Study of Iranian Law and
International Legal Systems

*: *kk

Esmail Jafari®*, Nader Pourarshad® ** and Maryam Naghdi Dourabati

Received: 04 December 2024 | Recieved in revised form: 27 April 2025 | Accepted: 28 April 2025 | Published: 22 November 2025

Abstract

This study aims to investigate and analyze the legal boundaries and permissible instances of parental
discipline in Iran and their conformity with international legal systems. Employing a descriptive-
analytical method and a library-based approach for data collection, the findings reveal that Iranian .,
law, through provisions such as Article 158 of the Islamic Penal Code, grants parents the authority &
to administer limited discipline for the purpose of child-rearing. However, due to ambiguities in the 3
criteria for "customary limits" (hadd-i muta ‘araf) and the "child's best interest" (maslakat-i kudak),
this legally permitted scope is subject to varying interpretations. These ambiguities can, in some
instances, lead to violations of children's rights and infringe upon international standards, such as
those enshrined in the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC). The results of the
research demonstrate that while parental discipline is recognized as a right pertaining to child
upbringing, this right must be constrained by the principles of human dignity and the protection of
children's rights. The study further emphasizes the necessity for a revision and clarification of
domestic laws to prevent the abuse of parental authority and to ensure enhanced protection for
children's rights.
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