o Journal of New Issues : :
" 5 2 https:/rcjl.gom.ac.ir
/ in Islamic Jurisprudence

Fighi Analysis of the Status of Council in Legitimizing the
Selection of Islamic Rulers with Emphasis on the Perspective of
His Eminence Ayatollah Khamenei

Mohammad Esmaeil Abdollahi*~*

Received: 06 November 2024 | Recieved in revised form: 15 December 2024 | Accepted: 08 February 2025 | Published: 30 June 2025
Abstract
This article examines the status of the council in legitimizing the selection of Islamic rulers
from the perspective of His Eminence Ayatollah Khamenei within the framework of a
religious governance system. The central issue of this research is the role of the council in
integrating divine and public legitimacy within the political system of Islam, and whether
the council can serve as a basis for the legitimacy of Islamic governance or merely
possesses a semblance of acceptance. The goal of this article is to elucidate His Eminence
Ayatollah Khamenei's views on the foundational status of the council in the tangible
realization of Islamic governance and to address the existing research gap in this area. This
study employs a descriptive-analytical method, referencing authentic Shia jurisprudential
sources, the Holy Quran, the narrations of the Imams, and the statements and rulings of
His Eminence Ayatollah Khamenei. The findings indicate that, from His Eminence
Ayatollah Khamenei's perspective, the council is not only a means for gaining public
acceptance but also one of the fundamental pillars of Islamic governance legitimacy. He ELZ:
emphasizes the necessity of public opinion as a prerequisite for the practical realization of ¥
governance and asserts that the scope of the council extends beyond executive matters to
encompass the selection of rulers at the macro level of governance. Additionally, the
conditions for the proper functioning of the council, according to him, include scientific
competence, piety, justice, political-social insight, efficiency, and adherence to religious
values. The research findings highlight His Eminence Ayatollah Khamenei's theoretical
innovation in integrating religious principles with social imperatives, which enhances
public participation among Muslims, ensures social justice, and prevents the concentration
of power. This article, through a comparative analysis of his views with those of other
jurists, represents a significant step in clarifying theoretical ambiguities and advancing
studies in Shia political jurisprudence.
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