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Abstract

One of the injuries resulting from offenses against bodily parts is paralysis (shalal) of a bodily part. The
Islamic Penal Code treats the term “paralyzing” as equivalent to “shalal” (paralysis) and, in Article 564
generally, as well as in several provisions, including Articles 602, 609, 634, 644, and 647, specifically
stipulates that the Diyah for paralyzing various bodily parts is two-thirds of the full Diyah of the affected
bodily part. This is despite the fact that the jurisprudential evidence underlying this rule does not support E#
its general application. Moreover, paralysis of a bodily part necessarily entails the loss of all or at least 3
some of its essential functions, and the loss of important and essential functions has been deemed in some
jurisprudential texts to warrant the full Diyah. This article aims to assess the validity of the rule concerning
the “Diyah for paralysis of bodily parts” and to evaluate the provisions of the Islamic Penal Code related
to this rule by examining its jurisprudential foundations and, on that basis, critically assessing the relevant
legal provisions. The findings of this study, conducted using an analytical and critical approach and based
on library sources, indicate that, according to the jurisprudential evidence, the rule concerning paralysis
of bodily parts (Shalal al-a ‘da°), in its general form, is flawed and applies only to the fingers of the hands
and feet. Furthermore, based on reliable jurisprudential narrations, paralysis of the hand or foot warrants
the full Diyah, whereas, for other bodily parts, the Diyah or Arsh should be determined according to the
circumstances and extent of the injury.

Keywords: Paralysis of bodily parts (Shalal al-a ‘da’); Paralyzing; Diyah for paralysis; Loss of
function; Loss of benefit; Article 564 of the Islamic Penal Code.
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