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Abstract

Religious cinema is one of the influential artistic forms capable of embedding religious concepts in the
beliefs of its audience. The global success of a production such as Muhammad, the Messenger of Allah
and its enduring presence in people’s memories represent a successful experience that has encouraged
filmmakers to seek to replicate it. The representation of the faces of the Infallibles (Ma ‘simin) in cinema

is one of the challenges confronting religious cinema, particularly religiously observant cinema in Iran. [
Concerns such as the risk of violating the dignity of an Infallible, misleading believers, and the like have &
been among the obstacles considered in relation to this issue, and written works have also been produced [
on the subject. This study, however, seeks to investigate the issue by focusing on its jurisprudential subject
identification. For this purpose, on the one hand, the “inner attributes of the Infallibles” were examined
and their outward manifestations identified, while, on the other hand, the nature of representation was
studied. Accordingly, through the library-based collection of information and its /jtihadr analysis, the
attributes of being Mukhlas (purified) and Musaddad (divinely guided and directed) were first examined

as two inner attributes of an Infallible. Then, through an analysis of the nature of representation, it was
concluded that the representation of an Infallible in cinema falls under the textual evidence concerning
the “prohibition of distorting speech” as well as the textual evidence concerning the “prohibition of
concealing clear proofs,” and is therefore religiously prohibited unless the technique of distancing is
employed to prevent the actor from becoming identified with the role.

Keywords: Representation of the Infallible; Being Mukhlas (purified); Being Musaddad (divinely
guided); Representation; Cinema; Jurisprudence of art; Jurisprudential subject identification.
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