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Abstract

Throughout human history, from its beginning to the present, the world has been a scene of struggle and
confrontation between the forces of truth and falsehood. Among the means employed by tyrants
throughout history to undermine truth and righteousness has been the spreading of rumors and
dissemination of false news and information, thereby enabling them to pursue their ulterior objectives.
Today, rumor-mongers exploit cyberspace as a public and borderless environment to disturb public

opinion and distort the truth. This study addresses the following questions: Who are the rumor-mongers? ¥od

Can the republication of their content by other users be criminalized? Are regulatory bodies responsible
for cyberspace liable in cases of omission? Under which jurisprudential rule can the liability of users and
regulatory bodies be established? The study employs a descriptive-analytical method, together with
explanation, analysis, and inference. The findings indicate that users and regulatory bodies may incur
liability under certain circumstances. The liability of users is established on the basis of the jurisprudential
rule of I‘anah ‘ala al-ithm (assistance in sin). In some cases, the liability of regulatory bodies is likewise
established under the same rule, given their capacity to manage and monitor the conduct of content
creators and producers. In other cases, however, where regulatory bodies lack managerial control over
foreign communication networks and services in cyberspace, their liability is established under the
jurisprudential rule of Nafy al-sabil (negation of domination).
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regulatory bodies; Nafy al-sabil (Negation of domination).
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