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Abstract

In Islamic law, the Firash rule (Qa‘idat al-firash) is an indicium established by the Lawgiver for
determining lineage, according to which a child is attributed to the lawful husband, while other indicia
are disregarded. In the present era, advances in genetics and the uniqueness of each individual’s genome
have made it possible to determine a person’s identity with a high degree of accuracy; consequently, =
identification tests can produce results that attain the level of knowledge. This article demonstrates that, ¥
given the intrinsic probative force of knowledge, when such results conflict with indicia such as the Firash Bz
rule, it is natural for them to take precedence over such indicia. However, where the results of such tests

do not produce knowledge or certainty but merely yield probability, they may be subsumed under
categories such as legally recognized bayyinah (legal proof) and expert opinion-categories that are
considered legally authoritative and may, in certain cases, take precedence over the Firash indicium.
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