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Abstract

The attribution of a religious verdict (fatwa) recommending the desirability of polygyny to the Supreme
Leader (may God have mercy on him) in 2009, its promotion and dissemination in cyberspace, and the
social harms and challenges that accompanied it transformed this ruling into one of the emerging issues
in Islamic jurisprudence. This ultimately led to a response from his office stating that polygyny is not E
recommended, a fatwa that subsequently faced criticism, including the claim that it lacked a sound 3
jurisprudential foundation. The nature of these objections and the lack of sufficient research by Mk
jurisprudential institutions further underscored the need to examine the jurisprudential evidence
underlying this ruling. Employing a descriptive-analytical approach and relying on library-based sources,

the present study seeks to clarify the position of the Supreme Leader (may God have mercy on him) and

the view of those who maintain that polygyny is not recommended. The study reaches the following
conclusions: First, in light of the circumstances of revelation, the context of the verses, and certain
passages within them, Qur’an 4:3 is not intended to establish the desirability of polygyny. Second, the
narrations in the chapter on marriage, owing to weaknesses in both their chains of transmission and their
implications, are incapable of establishing the desirability of polygyny and merely confirm its conditional
permissibility. Third, invoking the practice of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUHH) and the Infallible
Imams (a.s) to establish its desirability is subject to fundamental objections. Therefore, the Supreme
Leader’s fatwa affirming the permissibility of polygyny while denying its desirability—which was
intended to strengthen the family and is consistent with the views of Shaykh TisT, the late Tabrisi, and
Qadi Ibn Barraj—has a strong jurisprudential foundation. The present study demonstrates this through a
critical examination of the arguments advanced by its opponents.
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