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Abstract

Pursuant to the Note under Article 336 of the Iranian Civil Code, a wife is entitled to compensation for
domestic labor (ujrat al-mithl) for tasks she performed at her husband's behest, which she was not
religiously obligated to perform, and for which custom recognizes a wage, provided she did not perform _. .
them with the intent of gratuitous service. A subsequent legal question arises when, following the wife's .
death, her heirs seek to claim this compensation for the labor performed during the deceased's marital g:¥
life. This article's primary research question is the fighi legitimacy of such a claim by the wife's heirs.
Utilizing a library-based methodology and adopting a descriptive-analytical approach, this study
concludes that no valid fighi evidence supports the legitimacy of the heirs' claim for this specific
compensation. While, in principle, a claim to a right is transferable to heirs upon death, the foundational
premise of the right itself is rejected in the case at hand. Juridical principles such as the "Rule of Respect”
(Qa‘idat al-Ihtiram) and the "Presumption of Non-Gratuitousness" (Asl al-‘Adam al-Tabarru‘) are only
applicable when the claim is made by the original right-holder herself, not by her heirs. Conversely, to
refute the legitimacy of the heirs' claim, a re-examination of the conditions for entitlement - such as the
husband's direct instruction or permission for the labor - proves decisive. These conditions cannot be
substantiated when the claim is initiated by the heirs. Further jurisprudential evidence, including the "Rule
of Preponderance" (Qa‘idat al-Ghalaba) and the "Primacy of Appearances over the Original Principle"
(Taqdim al-Zahir ‘ala al-Asl), is advanced to support the illegitimacy of the claim, as detailed in the main
text. Beyond providing a fighi answer to the primary question, this article aims to offer a specific
interpretation of the Note under Article 336 of the Iranian Civil Code to facilitate consistent judicial
rulings and preserve legal uniformity.
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