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Abstract

In determining the amount of a woman’s Diyah, Article 560 of the Islamic Penal Code provides: “The
Diyah of a woman and a man for bodily parts and functions is equal when it is less than one-third of a

man’s full Diyah; if it reaches one-third or more, the Diyah of a woman is reduced by half.” This provision T

encompasses three cases: less than one-third, exactly one-third, and more than one-third. There is juristic
consensus regarding the equality of the Diyah of women and men in the first case and its reduction by
half in the third case. However, there is disagreement concerning whether a woman’s Diyah should be
reduced by half or remain equal to that of a man in the second case, namely, when the Diyah reaches
exactly one-third. This disagreement stems from differences in the wording of the relevant narrations.
Employing a descriptive-analytical method and relying on library-based sources, the present study
examines Article 560 from a jurisprudential perspective with regard to halving a woman’s Diyah when it
reaches one-third of the full Diyah. Emphasizing the position of the majority of jurists that a woman’s
Diyah is to be halved upon reaching one-third, the study subjects Ayatollah Shahroiidi’s arguments in
support of equality to critical examination. The findings demonstrate that the customary understanding
and principles-based analyses of the cited narrations are consistent with the majority view that the halving
of a woman’s Diyah begins at exactly one-third. Consequently, the claim that the Diyah of women and
men remains equal at one-third cannot be accepted, as it is inconsistent with the apparent meanings of the
relevant evidence and faces serious jurisprudential challenges.

Keywords: Equality of Diyah; Halving of Diyah; Reaching one-third; Exceeding one-third; Diyah
for women'’s bodily parts.
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